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Reproductive Performance 
When You Need to Know More 

Sally L. Northcutt 
American Angus Association 

Angus Genetics Inc. 

Outputs  create  Revenue 
 

EPDs 

Indexes 

 
Inputs  generate  Expense 

Economic Impact 

•  Birth 

•  Weaning Direct 

•  Maternal Milk 

•  Mature Cow Size 

Weaned Calf Index ($W) … Reproduction 

High Priority?  Yes 

Simple Genetics?  No 
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Reproduction  (low) < .20 
Growth  (moderate)    .20 - .40 

Carcass  (high) > .40 

Heritability Estimates 

Selection Tool 
Heifer Pregnancy EPDs 

Heifer Pregnancy EPD (HP) 

Bull A  +10.0 % 

Bull B   +3.0 % 

Difference  +7.0 % 

Selection Tool 
Heifer Pregnancy EPDs 

•  Use as a tool to increase the 
chance of more pregnant 
daughters from Bull A versus Bull 
B. 

•  On the average, expect 7 out of 
100 more pregnant daughters of 
Bull A compared with daughters of 
Bull B. 

•  Higher EPDs are  
more favorable. 

•  Breed avg 7.9% 

Angus NCE Heifer Pregnancy Records 
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•  Provides a voluntary, inventory-based reporting system. 

•  Captures reproductive trait data. 

•  Ultimately creates reproductive selection tools. 

Providing additional 
selection tools that aid both 

seedstock producers and 
commercial cattlemen using 

Angus genetics to make 
reliable selection decisions 

requires data collection 
beyond classic reporting of 

weights and measures. 

MaternalPlus 

Click Here for 
Program 

Information 
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MaternalPlus 

Click Here to 
Begin the 

Enrollment 
Process 

Assess 
100 

cows 

Jan 

2013 

Jan 

2014 
Apr May Sept 

PregCk 
120 

females 

Breed 
120 

females 

Anniversary 
Date 

Calves 
born 

$300 

Calves 
weaned 

Year 2 

Submit Heifer 
Breeding Records 

Inventory Example 

Enroll 
80 

cows 

Jan 

2012 
Jan 

2013 

Apr May Sept 

PregCk 
100 

females 

Breed 
100 

females 
Calves 
weaned 

$240 

Year 1 

Submit Heifer 
Breeding Records 
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Enrollment Update 

 5,402 cows 

 1,466 heifers 

47 customers 
have completed 
enrollment 
 
 
 

As of 9/28/2012 

•  Breeders can enroll at any time. 
•  Each breeder has an anniversary date based on 

their initial enrollment.  
•  Annual per cow $3 inventory fee applies to 

females 20 months and older. The fee includes 
performance reporting for the cow’s calf.   

 MaternalPlus Highlights 

Accepted Inventory 

Accepted Heifer 
Inventory 

At weaning data-processing time, the calf EPDs are provided for 
these specific traits: 

•  Calving Ease 

•  Birth Weight 

•  Weaning Weight 

 Highlights 

Current performance systems remain in place for reporting data. 
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Require heifer breeding records,  

and for each inventoried female: 

  Calf record  
(weight, preweaning reason code), or 

  Disposal code for cow, or 

  Reason code for why cow didn’t produce 

 Required Data 

Looking Ahead 


